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MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE 
PRIESTS SERVE 
MEMORIAL SERVICE 
FOR KIM JONG-IL 


Priests of the Moscow Patriarchate served 
a panikhida (memorial service) in 
Pyongyang for North Korean dictator 
Kim Jong-il, who died on December 17, 


2011, ITAR-TASS reports. Kim Jong-il 


was never baptized. 


Two Korean priests, Frs. Theodore and 
ohn, who studied at the Moscow Theo- 
logical Academy, conducted the memorial 
service. Present were Valery Sukhinin, 
Russian Ambassador to North Korea, with 
Russian colleagues, and Kung Sok-Ung, 
deputy foreign minister in charge o 
Russian affairs. 


First Bishop of Utrecht, 
Enlightener of the Low Countries: 


“Comrade Kim Jong-il left us too 
suddenly, too unexpectedly,” said Fr. 


Life Theodore. “The leader of our country has 
Liturgical Service left this world, but his radiant image and 
ideas will forever remain with us,” he 
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SJKP News 


The recently released December volume of the 2°4 
edition of the Menaion brings us one step closer to 
the completion of the project. The September 
volume is already in preparation for release summer 
2012, and the final volume to be released, January, 
is planned for early 2013. 


All 2012 calendars have been completed and all 
pre-orders shipped. The calendars will continue to 
be available throughout the year, though prices on 
the Wall Calendar and Liturgical Calendar will 
increase when they go into “post-production” sta- 
tus after the initial stock is exhausted. The Pocket 
Calendar is a threatened species — its enthusiastic 
users would be greatly saddened to see it discontin- 
ued, but sales volume is barely at break-even level 


for printing & binding costs. They make great gifts! 
Some recently added titles from other publishers: 


ToneTutor 101, long awaited, is a 9.5 hour course 
on 10 CDs in the Kievan chant in the 8 tones most 
commonly used in our churches. Superbly done, a 
valuable resource for novice and experienced 
chanter alike. 

Stock# 3448, $80 + s&h 


Saints from All Walks of Life; Met. Augoustinos 
N. Kantiotes — A charming and spiritually uplift- 
ing collection of homilies on nearly four dozen 
saints from perfectly "ordinary" circumstances. 
The chronological arrangement makes it a ready 
source for brief edifying reading on the saints’ 
commemoration days. 


Stock# 3450; Perfect-bound. $17.50 + s&h 


Order online at www.sjkp.org 
Telephone orders of course also welcomed: 


775-377-4610 ext 4, Jam-8pm CST 
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THE HOLY HIERARCH WILLIBRORD, 
FIRST BISHOP OF UTRECHT AND APOSTLE OF HOLLAND 
WHOM THE CHURCH COMMEMORATES ON THE 17TH OF NOVEMBER 


About the year 690, a Northumbrian of noble 
birth named Egbert left his native land to study in 
retirement amongst the famous schools of Ireland. 
Taking up his abode in a monastery in Connaught, 
he became eminent for his piety and learning, but 
was long prostrated by a severe illness. Recovering, 
contrary to all expectations, he vowed that, instead 
of returning to his country, he would devote him- 
self to the service of the Lord. 

The condition of the heathen tribes in northern 
Germany and along the Frisian coast was at this 
time a subject of deep solicitude in many Irish 
monasteries. St. Egbert (24 April) was filled with a 
desire to proceed thither, to proclaim the message 
of salvation. Selecting the most zealous of his 
brethren, he made all necessary preparations for the 
voyage. But on the very eve of his embarkation, a 
storm shattered the vessel which was to have con- 
veyed him and his companions. 

Though discouraged, Egbert was not willing to 
give up his project altogether. A vision bade him 
remain in Ireland and “instruct the monasteries of 
Columba.” Perhaps the awareness that his own 
health was delicate satisfied him that he was not fit 
for the work. He therefore began to look for other 
laborers to carry out the task he was not himself fit 
to execute. At last his eye rested upon a fellow 
Northumbrian, Willibrord, whose education, be- 
gun in the monastery of Ripon, had been carried on 
under his own direction in Ireland. 

Willibrord was the son of Willgis, a man of 
Saxon birth, who had left his wife and family and 
lands and retired to the dreary flats of Holderness, 
where he had built an oratory to St. Andrew, and 
established himselfas a hermit. Before Willibrord’s 
birth, about the year 638, his mother had a vision 
of a wonderful light. 

At the age of seven he was sent to the monastery 
at Ripon for his education, under the direction of 
the abbot, St. Wilfrid (24 April). Thus, almost 
from the cradle, he grew up under monastic disci- 
pline. As a monk and priest he was marked by his 


quick understanding and zeal for ascesis. When he 
was twenty, the renown of St. Egbert drew him to 
the holy land of Ireland, where he spent twelve years 
in study and prayer. 

Yielding to the solicitations of St. Egbert, 
Willibrord agreed to select twelve companions and 
sail for Friesland, to labor for the conversion of the 
barbarous people who dwelt in that dreary land of 
marshes around the mouth of the Rhine. 

The vessel in which he sailed carried him safely 
to the Frisian shores, where he was warmly wel- 
comed by Pippin of Herstal, who had lately been 
successful in several engagements against Radbod, 
a powerful native prince and an energetic supporter 
of heathenism. 

His preaching was accompanied by many 
miracles, which plainly showed the pagan people 
the grace of God which was with him. Beginning 
his labors in that part of Frisia which Pippin had 
wrested from his adversary, St. Willibrord showed 
such aptitude for the work of evangelism that 
Pippin insisted on sending him to Rome to receive 
episcopal ordination from Pope Sergius, as well as 
his apostolic benediction for the work. St. 
Willibrord reluctantly complied, and went to 
Rome laden with gifts from Pippin to the pope. 
Sergius ordained him in the year 696, with the 
name of Clemens, instructing him to organize the 
Church in Frisia as St. Augustine of Canterbury 
had done in England. His seat as archbishop was 
fixed at Utrecht. 

According to St. Bede, this was not his first, but 
his second journey to Rome. His first was under- 
taken almost immediately after his arrival in Frisia, 
to obtain relics for the churches he hoped to found. 
Furnished with these precious treasures, he re- 
turned to Frisia and labored so effectively that 
Pippin sent him to Sergius to be consecrated arch- 
bishop. Alcuin omits the first journey altogether. 

Radbod, the pagan Duke of Frisia, was a stub- 
born enemy of the Gospel, but in spite of him St. 
Willibrord was able to bring many of his subjects to 
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the Faith. Establishing himself at Utrecht, he 
succeeded in bringing into the net of the Church 
the population of Frankish Frisia, and in building 
several churches and monasteries, which he filled 
with the brethren who came over to him from 
Ireland. 

In the following year, the archbishop resolved 
to sail to Denmark and plant there the Christian 
Faith. But the terror inspired by Ongund, a Danish 
viking, rendered his efforts almost useless. He had 
to content himself with finding thirty boys whom 
he resolved to take back with him to Utrecht, to be 
educated as future missionaries for Denmark. 

On his return, a severe storm drove him to 
shelter on the island of Heligoland. The island was 
then probably of greater extent than it is now, the 
sea not having yet gnawed away so much ofits chalk 
cliffs as to reduce it to a mere islet. It was then 
known as Forsetesland, and was dedicated to 
Forseti, son of Baldr and Nana, the god of judg- 
ments. So sacred indeed was it deemed that it was 
considered unlawful to touch any living animal 
there or, except in reverent silence, to drink of its 
sacred well. 

The archbishop, however, being compelled to 
wait some time for a favorable wind, killed several 
of the sacred cattle to provide food for the crew, and 
baptized three of his companions at the “holy” 
spring. The natives, horror-struck as his audacity, 
expected the god to strike the desecrator with 
immediate death. But nothing occurred, and they 
hastened to complain of the outrage to Radbod, 
who was then on the island. He immediately 
summoned St. Willibrord into his presence, and in 
a rage ordered that the lot should be cast and one of 
the archbishop’s party be sacrificed to appease the 
offended deity. The sentence was carried into 
execution, but the enraged chief did not dare to 
incur Pippin’s anger by laying hand on the arch- 
bishop or any of the clergy. 

St. Willibrord spoke plainly to Radbod: “It is 
not a god but a demon whom thou adorest. There 
is but one God, Who made heaven and earth and 
sea, and all things therein. He who worships this 
God with sincerity shall receive eternal life. I am 
His servant, and I testify unto thee this day that 
thou must abandon these dumb idols which thy 


fathers have worshipped, and believe in God Al- 
mighty, and be baptized in the fount of life wherein 
thy sins will be washed away. If thou heedest my 
words, thou shalt enjoy eternal life with God and 
the saints; but if thou despisest me and the way of 
salvation, know assuredly that thou shalt suffer 
eternal punishment with the wicked one whom 
thou obeyest.” 

Radbod marveled at the boldness of the 
preacher, and sent him with an honorable escort to 
Pippin. On his way back he visited the low island of 
Walcheren, which maintains a constant struggle 
with the sea. He succeeded in establishing several 
churches there. While preaching there, he found an 
idol which the inhabitants greatly revered. Fired 
with zeal, and undeterred by the disastrous conse- 
quences of his interference with popular superstition 
in Heligoland, he threw it down and chopped it to 
pieces. The pagan priest was so furious that he aimed 
asword blow at St. Willibrord and struck him on the 
head, but with the flat, not the edge of the blade, 
leaving him unwounded. Fear of Pippin prevented 
the idolaters from proceeding to greater extremities. 

St. Willibrord was joined in 720 by St. 
Boniface, who spent three years in Friesland, and 
then went on into Germany. St. Bede, writing in 
730, says: “Willibrord, surnamed Clement, is still 
living, venerable for his old age, having been bishop 
thirty-six years, and sighing after the rewards of the 
heavenly life, after many conflicts in the heavenly 
warfare.” Alcuin speaks of his noble appearance, 
beautiful face, and the cheerfulness which was 
manifest in his countenance and conversation. 

After the death of Pippin, he was ably sup- 
ported by his successor, the redoubted Charles 
Martel. Unmolested, he visited every part of his 
diocese, built churches, and founded monasteries 
for men and women. Gradually he spread the 
knowledge of the Gospel among the people, and 
succeeded in somewhat softening their barbarous 
manners. News of his success had long since 
reached England, and many Anglo-Saxons left 
their native land and eagerly associated themselves 
with his labors. Thus it was that Adalbert came and 
settled in the north of Holland, Werenfrid in the 
neighborhood of Elste; and Plechelm, Otger and 
Wiro amongst the people of Guelders. 
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Two brothers named Ewald bore the lamp of 
Truth among the old Saxons of Westphalia and 
there suffered martyrdom (3 Oct.). Wulfram, 
bishop of Sens (20 March), fired with the zeal of 
missionary work, came to assist him and proved of 
essential use. He succeeded in baptizing the son of 
Radbod, and almost conquered the obstinacy of the 
pagan king. As Radbod was about to descend into 
the regenerating stream, he asked “Where are my 
ancestors?” Wulfram incautiously replied “In 
hell.” “Then,” said Radbod, withdrawing his foot 
from the water, “rather will I be in hell with a race 
of heroes, than in heaven with a pack of beggars.” 

The obstinacy of this old chief perplexed 
Wulfram nota little. A last effort to overcome his 
scruples was made when he lay on his deathbed. 
But this also was frustrated by an incident, too 
curiously illustrative of the ideas of the times to be 
omitted. 

“One day,” writes Wulfram’s biographer, 
“while Radbod was lying sick, the evil one, who is 
sometimes permitted to transform himself into the 
appearance of an angel of light, appeared to him, 
crowned with a golden diadem studded with bril- 
liant gems, and arrayed in a robe spangled with 
gold. While the chief trembled with astonishment, 
his visitor asked him reproachfully, “Tell me, who 
has so seduced thee that thou wishest to give up the 
worship of thy gods, and the religion of thine 
ancestors? Be not deceived: continue constant in 
the faith thou hast been taught, and thou shalt 
assuredly sit down in the golden mansions of bliss 
which I have appointed for thee in the world to 
come. And now that thou mayest know the truth 
of my words, go tomorrow to that Bishop Wulfram 
and ask him where is that mansion of eternal 
splendor which he promises thee if thou wilt receive 
the Christian Faith. When he fails to show it to 
thee, let two messengers, one of each faith, be sent, 
and I will lead the way and show them the mansion 
of eternal glory which I am about to give thee 
hereafter.’ 

“In the morning Radbod did as he was bid, and 
told Wulfram of his vision, but the latter was not 
duped. “This is an illusion of the devil,’ said he, 
‘who wishes all men to perish and none to be saved. 
But be thou not deceived. Hasten to the font, 


believe in Christ, and receive the remission of thy 
sins. As for the golden mansions which thy visitor 
has promised thee, believe him not, for he it is who 
seduces the whole world. By his pride he fell from 
his place in heaven, and from a beneficent angel 
became the enemy of mankind.’ 

“Radbod replied that he was willing to be 
baptized, but he should like first to see the mansion 
which his own “deity had promised him. There- 
upon Wulfram sent the messengers, his own dea- 
con and a heathen Frisian. They had not gone far 
before they met one in human form who said to 
them, “Make haste, for 1 am about to show you the 
glorious abode which his god has prepared for 
Prince Radbod.’ 

“The messengers followed their guide, and 
after a long journey they came to a street paved with 
different kinds of marble, at the end of which was 
a golden house of marvelous beauty and splendor. 
Entering it, they beheld a throne of immense size. 
Their guide, addressing them, said, “This is the 
mansion and glorious palace which his god has 
promised to bestow upon Prince Radbod after his 
death.’ The deacon, astonished at the sight, made 
the sign of the Cross and replied, ‘If these things 
have been made by the Almighty God they will 
remain forever; but if they be the work of the devil 
they will speedily vanish.’ He had no sooner spoken 
these words than their guide was instantly changed 
into the form of the Prince of Darkness, and the 
golden palace into mud, and the messengers found 
themselves in the midst of a huge morass filled with 
reeds and rushes. A tedious journey of three days 
brought them back to Wulfram, to whom they 
recounted what had befallen them.” 

But it was too late. This message could not 
reach the ears of the old chief, who already lay dead. 
The news of the vision was, however, diligently 
circulated and eagerly believed by all who had 
suffered in any way the exactions of the late king. 
What was busily circulated and believed by some, 
was soon accepted by all, and the Frisians came in 
crowds to receive holy baptism. The death of 
Radbod led to the reduction of the Frisians to 
subjection to the strong arm of Charles Martel, and 
the fear they entertained of that arm no doubt 
quickened their convictions. St. Willibrord had 
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baptized Charles, and the mayor of the palace 
always held him in high honor and did all that lay 
in his power to support him. 

St. Willibrord died on 7 November 739 and 
was buried in the monastery of Echternach in the 
district of Luxembourg, where his body yet remains 
enshrined. On Tuesday in Whitsuntide there is an 
annual pilgrimage of extraordinary description to 
the shrine of St. Willibrord. This is the famous 
dancing procession of the Jumping Saints 
(Springende Heiligen). It consists of a long train of 
pilgrims dancing three paces forward, then two 
back, led by a band which plays a traditional air, and 
the clergy and choir. 


The procession starts from the bridge over the 
Sure. The pilgrims follow the clergy and are 
divided into three groups — children, adults, and 
old people. After an hour, the foot of the ascent to 
the church is reached, and it takes about an hour to 
mount the sixty steps which lead to it — jumping 
up three, and then backwards two with a bound. 
The procession of the dancing cross-bearers, priests 
and people then dances into the church, dances 
around the altar and shrine of St. Willibrord, out at 
the door, and separates at the crucifix in the cem- 
etery. This pilgrimage is very popular even at the 
present day. 


COMMEMORATION OF OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS WILLIBRORD, 
BISHOP OF UTRECHT, ENLIGHTENER OF THE LOW COUNTRIES 
WHOM THE CHURCH COMMEMORATES ON THE 7™ DAY OF NOVEMBER 


AT GREAT VESPERS 
After the Introductory Psalm, we chant “Blessed is the 
man...”, the first antiphon. 


On “Lord, I have cried...”, 8 stichera: 4 in Tone IIT: 
Spec. Mel.: “Great is the power of Thy Cross...” — 

Great is the power of Thy saint, O Lord! For 
though born in Northumbria, he now worketh 
miracles throughout the world; for becoming the 
glorious apostle to the heathen Frisians, he taught 
them to pray to the one true God. 

Great is the glory of the Monastery of Ripon, O 
Savior; for the wondrous Willibrord, entrusted to 
its care, was filled there with knowledge divine and 
radiant grace, and advanced in favor with both God 
and his fellow men. 

Great is the exultation of the nether lands, O 
Master of all; for the holy Willibrord, making his 
abode therein, began to clear away the tares which 
choked the field of God, uprooting the falsehood of 
idolatry from men’s hearts. 

Great is the boast of the Monastery of Echter- 
nach, O King of all; for the glorious Willibrord, 
having toiled for Thee until the end of his life, 
passed to his eternal reward therein, and was laid to 
rest with honor within its sacred confines. 


And 4 stichera in Tone II: Spec. Mel.: “With what 
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wreaths of praise shall we crown...’”— 

With what wreaths of praise shall we crown the 
holy Willibrord? For as a good husbandman he 
cultivated the fertile ground of men’s souls with the 
plough of the Gospel, and in the furrows thereof 
sowed the seed of the Holy Orthodox Faith which, 
watered by the dews of heaven and warmed by the 
fervor of grace divine, bore an abundant harvest for 
Christ the Master. 

With what robes of laudation shall we invest 
the sacred one? For, chosen by the will of God, he 
bowed to the wishes of his holy companions, and 
set out for Old Rome to receive episcopal consecra- 
But before he arrived, the Lord told the 


venerable Sergius of Rome in an angelic vision that 


tion. 


the holy Willibrord would, by divine grace, bring 
the light of Christ unto many souls. 

What hymns of ours are fit to magnify 
Willibrord? For, undaunted, he went boldly to the 
court of the heathen Radbod, King of the Frisians, 
and preached the Gospel to him with zeal and 
fervor; but when his words fell on stony soil, the 
holy one, none dismayed, proclaimed the glad 
tidings to the pagan Danes, and for his labors he 
hath joined the apostles in the kingdom of Christ. 
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What spiritual songs can we chant to exalt the 
glorious Willibrord, who at his consecration re- 
ceived the name Clement, in accordance with his 
temperament? For with pity and compassion he 
bound up the wounds of men’s souls, and led them 
by the path of righteousness to the kingdom of the 
Most High, nourishing them with the divine suste- 
nance of the Mysteries of Christ. 


Glory...: Idiomelon, in Tone VIII— 

As a tireless preacher and faithful herald of the 
Most High, O saint, thou didst travel to all the 
cities, towns and villages in thy charge, exhorting 
men to hold fast to the doctrines of Orthodoxy, to 
cleave faithfully to the precepts of piety, and reso- 
lutely to set aside their former errors. And to serve 
their spiritual needs and make them steadfast in the 
Holy Faith, thou didst raise up churches and mon- 
asteries throughout those parts, ordaining the de- 
vout as priests and deacons, to perform the Holy 
Mysteries for the nourishment of men’s souls, and 
to instruct them wisely in the ordinances of Christ 
that, ascending from earth to the noetic heights, 
they might find rest in the kingdom of heaven. 


Now & ever...: Dogmatic theotokion, in the same 
tone— 

In His love for mankind, the King of heaven 
appeared on earth and dwelt among men; for He 
Who received flesh from the pure Virgin and came 
forth from her having received human nature, is the 
only Son of God, two in nature but not hypostasis. 
Therefore, proclaiming Him to be truly perfect 
God and perfect man, we confess Christ our God. 
Him do thou beseech, O Mother unwedded, that 


our souls find mercy! 


Entrance. Prokimenon of the day. Three readings: 
READING FROM PROVERBS 

The memory of the just is praised, and the blessing 
of the Lord is upon his head. Blessed is the man who 
hath found wisdom, and the mortal who knoweth 
prudence. For it is better to traffic for her, than for 
treasures of gold and silver. And she is more 
valuable than precious stones: no precious thing is 
equal to her in value. For length of existence and 
years of life are in her right hand; and in her left 
hand are wealth and glory: out of her mouth 


righteousness proceedeth, and she carrieth law and 
mercy upon her tongue. Hearken to me, O chil- 
dren, for I will speak solemn truths. Blessed is the 
man who shall keep my ways; for my outgoings are 
the outgoings of life, and in them is prepared favor 
from the Lord. Ye, O men, do I exhort; and utter 
my voice to the sons of men. I, wisdom, have built 
up; upon counsel, knowledge and understanding 
have I called. Counsel and safety are mine; pru- 
dence is mine, and strength is mine. I love those 
who love me; those who seek me shall find grace. O 
ye simple, understand subtlety, and ye who are 
untaught, imbibe knowledge. Hearken unto me 
again; for I will speak solemn truths. For my throat 
shall meditate truth; and false lips are an abomina- 
tion before me. All the words of my mouth are in 
righteousness; there is nothing in them wrong or 
perverse. They are all evident to those who under- 
stand, and right to those who find knowledge. For 
I will instruct you in truth, that your hope may be 
in the Lord, and ye may be filled with the Spirit. 


READING FROM THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON 
The mouth of the righteous droppeth wisdom, and 
the lips of wise men know grace. The mouths of the 
wise do meditate wisdom, and righteousness shall 
deliver them from death. At the death ofa just man 
his hope perisheth not; for a righteous son is born 
for life, and in his good works he taketh hold of the 
fruit of righteousness. The righteous always have 
light, and from the Lord they acquire grace and 
glory. The tongue of the wise knoweth what is 
good, and wisdom resteth in his heart. The Lord 
loveth holy hearts, and all who are blameless in the 
way are acceptable to Him. The wisdom of the 
Lord enlighteneth the countenance of the under- 
standing; for she overtaketh those who desire her, 
and is readily seen by those who desire her. Whoso 
seeketh her early shall have no great travail; and 
whoso keepeth watch for her shall quickly be with- 
out care. For she goeth about seeking such as are 
worthy of her, she manifesteth herself favorably 
unto them in her ways. Vice shall never prevail 
against wisdom. For the sake thereof I became a 
lover of her beauty, and came to love her, and 
sought her out from my youth; I desired to make 
her my spouse, for the Master of all loved her. For 
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she is privy to the mysteries of the knowledge of 
God and a seeker of His works. Her labors are 
virtues, she teacheth chastity and prudence, justice 
and fortitude, which are such things as men can 
have nothing more profitable in their life. Ifa man 
desire much experience, she knoweth things of old, 
and conjectureth aright what is to come; she 
knoweth the subtleties of speeches and can ex- 
pound dark sentences; she foreseeth signs and won- 
ders, and the events of seasons and times. Unto all 
she is a counselor of good things, for there is 
immortality in her, and glory in the communica- 
tion of her words. Wherefore, I conversed with the 
Lord and prayed unto Him, and with my whole 
heart I said: O God of my fathers and Lord of 
mercy, Who hast made all things by Thy word and 
ordained man by Thy wisdom, that he should have 
dominion over the creatures which Thou hast 
made, and that he may order the world in holiness 
and righteousness: Give me wisdom which sitteth 
by Thy throne, and reject me not from among Thy 
children, for Iam Thy servant and the son of Thy 
handmaid. Send her forth from heaven, from Thy 
holy habitation and the throne of Thy glory, that 
being present with me she may teach me what is 
well-pleasing in Thy sight. She shall guide me to 
understanding and preserve me in her glory. For 
the thoughts of mortal men are all miserable, and 
their devices are but uncertain. 


READING FROM THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON. 
When the righteous is praised, the people will 
rejoice; for his memory is immortality, because it is 
known with God, and with men; for his soul 
pleased the Lord. Love wisdom, therefore, O men, 
and live; desire her, and ye shall be instructed. For 
the beginning of her is love and the observation of 
the law. Honor wisdom, that ye may reign for 
evermore. I will tell you, and will not hide from you 
the mysteries of God, for he it is who is the 
instructor of wisdom, the director of the wise, the 
master of all understanding and activity. And 
wisdom teacheth all understanding; for in her is a 
spirit understanding and holy, the brightness of the 
everlasting light, and the image of the goodness of 
God. She maketh friends of God, and prophets; she 


is more beautiful than the sun, and above all the 


constellations of the stars; compared with the light, 
she is found preéminent. She hath delivered from 
pain those who please her, and guided them in right 
paths, given them knowledge of holy things, de- 
fended them from their enemies, and given them a 
mighty struggle, that they might all know that 
godliness is stronger than all; vice shall never prevail 
against wisdom, neither shall judgment pass away 
without convicting the evil. For they said to 
themselves, reasoning unrighteously: Let us op- 
press the righteous man, let us not spare his holi- 
ness, neither need we be ashamed of the ancient 
gray hairs of the aged, for our strength shall bea law 
unto us; let us lie in wait for the righteous, for he is 
displeasing to us, opposeth our doings, upbraideth 
us with our offending the law, and denounceth to 
our infamy the transgressions of our training. He 
professeth to have the knowledge of God, and 
calleth himself the child of the Lord. He is become 
a reproof to our thoughts, and is grievous even for 
us to behold; for his life is not like other men’s, his 
ways are of another fashion. We are accounted by 
him as a mockery, and he avoideth our waysas filth, 
and pronounceth the end of the just to be blessed. 
Let us see if his words be true; let us test what things 
happen to him. Let us examine him with mockery 
and torture, that we may know his meekness and 
prove his forbearance. Let us condemn him witha 
shameful death, for by his own words shall he be 
visited. Such things did they imagine, and were 
deceived; for their own wickedness blinded them. 
As for the mysteries of God, they knew them not; 
neither bethought they that Thou alone art God, 
Who hast the power of life and death, savest in time 
of tribulation, and deliverest from all evil; Who art 
compassionate and merciful, givest grace to Thy 
saints and opposest the prideful with Thine own 
arm. 


At Litia, the sticheron of the temple, and this sticheron 
of the saint, in Tone III— 

Let us magnify the holy Willibrord, for God, 
Who is wondrous in His saints, hath exalted him 
with divers great wonders, that those in error, 
perceiving in him the power of the Lord Most 
High, might hearken to his preaching, casting off 
the darkness of their errors and embracing the 


ee 


supernal light of grace divine, moving the angels of 
heaven to rejoice with gladness over the conversion 
of so many sinners. 


Glory..., in Tone VI— 

Full of the grace of God, O Willibrord, like a 
vessel filled to overflowing with heavenly nectar, by 
thine entreaties to Christ, the Well-spring of good 
things, thou didst call forth sweet water in a barren 
place, that thy thirsty companions might drink their 
fill so that, glorifying God Who worked this awe- 
some wonder for them, they might find strength for 
the apostolic labors which lay before them. 


Now e& ever...: Theotokion, in the same tone— 

O Theotokos, thou art the true vine who hast 
budded forth for us the Fruit of life. We entreat 
thee: Pray thou, O Mistress, with the holy 
Willibrord and all the saints, that our souls find 
mercy. 


Aposticha stichera of the saint, in Tone II: Spec. Mel.: 
“When from the Tree...”— 

When the pagan king would not accept the 
word of thy preaching, then heeding the words of 
thy Master, O divinely wise and holy Willibrord, 
thou didst depart forthwith from his city, shaking 
the dust from thine apostolic feet, and didst hasten 
to the heathen Danes, to bring them the light of 
Gospel of the Lord 

Stichos: The mouth of the righteous is exercised 
in wisdom, and his tongue shall speak of judgment. 

When thou didst find the Danes likewise in 
thrall to idolatry and superstition, and resistant to 
thy preaching, O Willibrord, then didst thou 
choose from among them thirty youths, whom 
thou didst take abroad for instruction in the sub- 
lime Faith, immersing them in the laver of regen- 
eration, lest their souls perish eternally. 

Stichos: My mouth shall speak wisdom, and the 
meditation of my heart shall be of understanding. 

When, as thou didst sail back to Christendom, 
a great tempest compelled thee to seek refuge on a 
solitary island which the heathen held sacred to 
their ungodly religion, then, O Willibrord, thou 
didst bravely baptize thy charges in the spring of the 


false god, and didst slaughter cattle dedicated to 
him, to serve as food for thy companions. 


Glory...: Idiomelon, in Tone I— 

Great was the wrath of the iniquitous king 
when he learned how thou hadst insulted his false 
gods, O Willibrord, and breathing threats and 
seeking vengeance against thee, he cast lots to see if 
he might rightly put thee to death; but the God of 
all protected His chosen herald, and prevented the 
lots from decreeing thy death. Wherefore, O saint, 
thou didst remember the words of the Lord, Who 
said to His disciples: “Ye shall be brought before 
governors and kings for My sake, for a testimony 
against them and the gentiles. But when they 
deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye 
shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same 
hour what to say. For itis not ye who speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you;” and 
thou didst boldly denounce the pagan gods as 
demons who ensnare men’s souls by rank false- 
hood, and didst fearlessly proclaim the one true 
God, who offereth men life everlasting. 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, in the same tone— 

Behold, the prophecy of Isaiah hath been ful- 
filled, for a Virgin hath given birth, and after giving 
birth hath remained a Virgin as before. For God 
was born; therefore He began nature anew. O 
Mother of God, disdain not the supplications of thy 
servants, which are offered unto thee in thy temple; 
but as thou bearest the Compassionate One in 
thine arms, have pity on thy servants, and beseech 
Him, that our souls be saved. 


After the Blessing of the Loaves, the troparion of the 
saint, in Tone [— 

Moved to compassion by the plight of the 
heathen, who languished in noetic darkness, igno- 
rant of the one true God, O clement and pious 
Willibrord, thou didst leave behind all things com- 
fortable and familiar, and didst set out for the land 
of the Frisians, to convert them by thy preaching to 
the peerless Christian Faith, with zeal enlightening 
them in the laver of regeneration. Twice 


And “Virgin Theotokos, rejoice...”, once. 


AT MATINS 
At “God is the Lord...”, the troparion of the holy 
hierarch, twice; Glory..., Now & ever...: 
Resurrectional theotokion. 


After the first chanting of the Psalter, this sessional hymn, 
in Tone III: Spec. Mel.: “Of the divine Faith...” 

With faith divine the glorious Willibrord hear- 
kened to the call of the Master of all; and, shoulder- 
ing his cross like a light burden, he diligently toiled 
in the vineyard of the Lord, harvesting a rich 
vintage of men’s souls. And in the press of his 
apostolic labors he produced a wine well-pleasing 


to God. Twice 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

Thou wast the divine tabernacle of the Word, 
O thou who alone art the all-pure Virgin Mother, 
who dost surpass the angels in purity. With the 
divine waters of thy prayers, O pure one, cleanse me 
who above all others am dust and have defiled 
myself with carnal transgressions; and grant me 


great mercy. 


After the second chanting of the Psalter, this sessional 
hymn, in Tone IV: Spec. Mel.: “Go thou quickly 
before...”— 

Now is Luxembourg filled with the uncreated 
light of grace on this, the sacred memorial of the 
God-bearing Willibrord; for having passed from 
this life in the aura of sanctity and the sweet savor 
of holiness, his sacred remains lie enshrined within 
its borders, at Echternach, whence miracles ever 
pour forth even in our times, in witness to his favor 


with the Lord. Twice 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

By thy divine birthgiving, O pure one, thou 
hast renewed the mortal essence of the earthborn 
which becometh corrupt in the passions, and thou 
hast raised up all from death to the life of 
incorruption. Wherefore, as is meet, we all call thee 


blessed, O all-glorious Virgin, as thou didst foretell. 


Polyeleos, and this magnification— 
We magnify thee, O holy hierarch Willibrord 
our father, and we honor thy holy memory; for 


thou dost entreat Christ God in our behalf. 


Selected Psalm verses— 
A Hear this, all ye nations; give ear, all ye that 
inhabit the world. [Ps. 48: 2] 
B My mouth shall speak wisdom, and the medita- 
tion of my heart shall be of understanding. 
[Ps. 48: 4] 
A Come, ye children, hearken unto me; I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord. __[Ps. 33: 12] 
B_ [have proclaimed the good tidings of Thy righ- 
teousness in the great congregation. 
[Ps. 39: 10] 
A Thy truth and Thy salvation have I declared. 
(Ps. 593 11) 
BI will declare Thy name unto my brethren, in 
the midst of the church will I hymn Thee. 
[Ps. 21: 23] 
A That I may hear the voice of Thy praise, and 
tell of all Thy wondrous works. —_[Ps. 25: 7] 
BO Lord, I have loved the beauty of Thy house, 
and the place where Thy glory dwelleth. 


[Ps. 25: 8] 
A [have hated the congregation of evil-doers, and 
with the ungodly will I not sit. [Ps. 25: 5] 


B_ For I have kept the ways of the Lord, and I 
have not acted impiously toward my God. 

[Ps. 17: 22] 

A The mouth of the righteous shall meditate wis- 

dom, and his tongue shall speak of judgment. 


[Ps. 36: 30] 

B_ His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages. 
[Ps. 110: 3] 
A Thy priests shall be clothed with righteousness, 
and Thy righteous shall rejoice. [Ps. 131: 9] 


B_ Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house; unto 
ages of ages shall they praise Thee. [Ps. 83: 5] 
Glory..., Now & ever... Alleluia... Thrice. 


After the Polyeleos, this sessional hymn, in Tone V: 
Spec. Mel.: “The Word Who is equally 


> 


unoriginate...” 

Having acquired a nobility of soul unmingled 
with base vices, O glorious Willibrord, thou 
becamest a most pure receptacle of the divine Spirit, 
radiantly receiving His effulgence and illumining 
thy flock; wherefore, we beseech thee: Entreat 
peace in behalf of the world. Twice 
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Glory..., Now e ever...: Theotokion— 

O pure one, earnestly entreat the Lord God 
Who for our sake became incarnate of Thee, that 
He take pity on us who have become corrupt in 
transgressions, and avert His wrath and anger from 
those who with faith unceasingly honor and praise 
His power and might. 


Song of Ascents, the first antiphon of Tone IV 


Prokimenon, in Tone IV— 

My mouth shall speak wisdom, and the medita- 
tion of my heart shall be of understanding. 
Stichos: The mouth of the righteous is exercised in 
wisdom, and his tongue shall speak of 

judgment. 


Let every breath praise the Lord. 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN, $35, 
FROM THE MIDPOINT [JN. 10: 1-9] 

The Lord said to the Jews who came to Him: 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you: He who entereth not 
by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up 
some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 
But he who entereth in by the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the 
sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by 
name, and leadeth them out. And when he putteth 
forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the 
sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And a 
stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: 
for they know not the voice of strangers.” This 
parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood 
not what things they were which He spake unto 
them. Then said Jesus unto them again: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Iam the door of thesheep. All 
who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers: 
but the sheep did not hear them. J am the door: by 
Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall 
go in and out, and find pasture.” 


After Psalm 50, this sticheron, in Tone VI— 
Invested from on high with the Spirit of God, 
with boldness thou didst proclaim the name of the 
Holy Trinity to the heathen, O holy hierarch 
Willibrord. And arrayed in the full armor of the 
Orthodox Faith, with the weaponry of Truth and 


piety thou didst cut down hordes of the demons; 
wherefore, thou hast been led into the mansions of 
heaven, where the King of kings hath rewarded thee 
with a splendid abode. And now, as thou hast 
acquired boldness before Him, entreat Him ear- 
nestly, that He grant peace unto our souls. 


Canon of Supplication to the All-holy Theotokos [the 
Paraclesis], in Tone VILL, with 6 troparia, including 
the irmos; and that of the holy hierarch, with 8 
troparia, the acrostic whereof is: “Plead clemency for 
us, holy Willibrord”, in Tone IV— 
ObE I 

Irmos: Parting the abyss of the Red Sea, God 
drowned Pharaoh therein, but led Moses across to 
the wilderness dryshod, and rained down manna as 
food for the people of Israel, in that He is mighty. 

Parting the waves of the North Sea, Willibrord 
fearlessly led the people of God away from the 
tyranny of the noetic Pharaoh to the promised land 
of heaven; wherefore, let us praise him. 

Let Northumbria, land of saints, exult also in 
Willibrord its son, and let the waters of the River 
Humber leap up in jubilation, thanking the Al- 
mighty for His infinite and ineffable mercy. 

Even when thou wast in thy mother’s womb, O 
Willibrord, the Most High showed that thou wast 
destined to be His chosen vessel; for He revealed in 
a vision that thou wouldst shine with grace. 

Theotokion: All the peoples of the North praise 
thee, O most hymned Theotokos, for Willibrord 
taught them that, in manner transcending nature, 
thou gavest birth to the Creator and Savior of their 
souls. 


Ope III 

Irmos: The people of Israel drank from the hard and 
rough-hewn stone, which poured forth water at 
Thy command; and Thou, O Christ, art the Rock 
and Life whereon the Church is established, which 
crieth: Hosanna! Blessed art Thou Who comest! 

Dwelling from childhood at the Monastery of 
Ripon, by divine grace, and under the tutelage of 
the holy Wilfrid, thou didst grow in knowledge and 
wisdom, advancing in favor with both man and 
God, and crying to Him: Hosanna! Blessed art 
Thou Who comest! 
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Cultivating the field of thy soul with the plough 
of asceticism and the hoe of abstinence, thou didst 
grow in fervent love for Christ, in humility un- 
feigned, and in zeal for knowledge divine, so that 
thy youth produced the wisdom of ripe old age, O 
saint of God. 

Laden with the fruits of piety, like a merchant’s 
vessel, O favorite of the Lord, thou didst depart 
from the haven of Ripon and didst sail to Ireland, 
where the saintly Egbert and Wigbert taught thee 
how to trade thy talants wisely for thy heavenly 
Master. 

Theotokion: Each rank of angelic beings singeth 
its praises unto thee as the Mother of their Creator, 
surpassing them in honor and dignity far more 
highly than the skies lie above the earth; yet disdain 


not the meager hymns we offer thee in our lowliness. 


Sessional hymn, in Tone III: Spec. Mel.: “Awed by the 
beauty of thy virginity...’— 

Awed by the magnitude of the grace of God 
which dwelleth in thee, O godly Willibrord, which 
is revealed in the multitude of miracles wrought 
through thy merciful intercession, we cry out to 
thee in compunction, entreating thee to heal our 
bodily infirmities and to repel the onslaughts of the 
demons by thy supplications. Twice 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

In that thou art a never-cultivated vine, O 
Virgin, thou didst give rise unto the most comely 
Cluster, Who exudeth for us the wine of salvation 
which maketh glad the souls and bodies of all. 
Wherefore, ever blessing thee as the cause of good 
things, with the angel we cry out to thee: Rejoice, 


O thou who art full of grace! 


Ope IV 

Irmos: Out of love for Thine image Thou didst 
stand affixed to the Cross, O Compassionate One, 
and the nations melted away; for Thou art my 
strength and boast, O Thou Who lovest mankind. 

Multitudes of nations languished in noetic 
darkness; but by thy preaching, O holy one, their 
ignorance melted away, and they came to love 
above all the One God, Who alone loveth 


mankind. 


Embarking from Ireland, O Willibrord, thou 
didst cross the frigid waters of the sea, and sailing up 
the Rhine didst put in at fortunate Utrecht, preach- 
ing God Who is thy strength and boast. 

Neither the king of the Frisians nor his subjects 
welcomed thine apostolic labors in their midst, O 
all-praised one; wherefore, thou didst prudently 
return to the Christian kingdom of the Franks. 

Theotokion: Colts and foals were at thy side, O 
Virgin Maiden, when thou didst bear the King of 
all, incarnate as a babe for our salvation; wherefore, 
transform us from irrational to rational beings. 


Ope V 
Irmos: O radiant children of the Church, receive ye 
the fiery dew of the Spirit, the cleansing of sins; for 
now from Sion hath gone forth the law, the grace of 
the Spirit in tongues of fire. 

Yielding in nowise to the ingrained habits and 
passions of men, O venerable father, thou didst 
everywhere uprootall idolatrous rites and practices, 
instilling in the people the laws of God. 

From the furrows of men’s hearts didst thou 
uproot the tares of sins, O saint, sowing in them the 
seed of life, and watering them with the dew of the 
Spirit, that they might bear rich fruit. 

Observing thy zeal in proclaiming the tidings of 
salvation in their domain, the renowned Clovis and 
Pepin sent thee to Rome, that thou mightest be 
consecrated by the grace of the Spirit. 

Theotokion: Reigning as Queen, enthroned 
eternally at the right hand of thy Son and God, O 
Mistress, thou dost not spurn the petitions of thy 
lowly servants, looking upon us with tender 
compassion. 


Ope VI 
Irmos: Let not the watery tempest drown me, nor 
the abyss destroy me; for I have been cast into the 
depths of the heart of the sea. Wherefore, like 
Jonah I cry aloud: Let my life ascend to Thee out of 
the corruption of evils, O God! 

Utterly convinced of thine unworthiness, O 
Willibrord, thou didst steadfastly resist hierarchal 
election; but compelled by thy brethren, like Jonah 
thou didst cry: Let my life ascend to Thee out of the 
corruption of evils, O God! 
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Sergius, Pope of Rome, was warned in an 
angelic vision of thine approach, O holy one; 
wherefore, receiving thee with all honors, he gladly 
consecrated thee amid a multitude of the faithful in 
the great Basilica of Peter the Apostle. 

Holy vestments, costly vessels for the celebra- 
tion of the divine Mysteries of Christ, and the 
precious relics of the saints and martyrs, did the 
pious Sergius give thee for the advancement of 
thine apostolic labors, O blessed one. 

Theotokion: O most blessed Bride of God, pure 
Ever-virgin, on bended knee do we offer thee 
homage and obeisance, beseeching thy loving- 
kindness toward us, who were given thee in adop- 
tion by thine all-merciful Son at His Cross. 


Kontakion, in Tone I— 

With wreaths of praise let us crown the glorious 
Willibrord as a luminary who shone forth, a herald 
who proclaimed the glad tidings of the triune God, 
an unshakable pillar of the Orthodox Church, and 
the merciful intercessor for the Low Lands, who 
abolished the demonic worship of idols therein, 
and who prayeth to Christ God, that He grant our 
souls peace and great mercy. 

Ikos: Thou didst shine forth in a heathen land as 
a beacon of holiness, a brilliant lamp of grace, a light 
shining in the wilderness with the grace of God; 
wherefore, we who honor thy memory cry aloud 
unto thee: Rejoice, O holy hierarch, who didst 
increase in sanctity from thy youth; rejoice, thou 
who wast vigilant in all things with a good con- 
science! Rejoice, O most lauded luminary of Christ; 
rejoice, thou who didst teach all to keep the com- 
mandments of God! Rejoice, thou who didst shine 
forth like the sun, from the West even unto the 
North; rejoice, thou who, seeing the Frisians lan- 
guishing in demonic idolatry, didst piously yearn for 
their conversion to the Faith of Christ! Rejoice, O 
ever-memorable wonderworker; rejoice, healer of 
souls and bodies! Rejoice, O Willibrord who art 
unceasing in thine entreaties to the Lord, that He 
grant our souls peace and great mercy! 


Ope VII 
Irmos: The melodious music of instruments 


sounded forth, calling men to worship the 


inanimate idol wrought of gold; but the radiant 
grace of the Comforter preferreth that they cry: O 
only Trinity, Who art equal in power and equally 
without beginning, blessed art Thou! 

Leaving Old Rome, thou didst return to the 
field of thine apostolic labors, O holy hierarch, 
where thou didst preach the Gospel with yet greater 
vigor, casting down the graven idols of the pagans 
and proclaiming unto all the consubstantial and 
indivisible Trinity. 

Ye cities of Antwerp and Utrecht, clap your 
hands in gladness and rejoice exceedingly, for the 
clement Willibrord, shining with the grace of the 
Spirit Comforter, confirmed your people in the 
Christian Faith, calling them to worship the Trin- 
ity in spirit and in truth. 

Walking, fearless, among the heathen, like 
Daniel among the lions, O Willibrord, undaunted, 
thou didst preach Christ to Radbod, King of the 
Frisians, and his people, admonishing them to 
worship the beginningless Trinity, equal in power 
and of the same essence. 

Theotokion: In hymns of laudation do we lift 
our voices to praise the all-immaculate Mother of 
our God; for by bowing to the will of the Father at 
the words of the angelic herald, she conceived the 
divine Logos in her most pure womb through the 


indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 


Ope VIII 
Irmos: Be glad, O Jerusalem! Keep festival, ye who 
love Sion! For the Lord of hosts, Who reigneth 
forever, is come! Let all the earth show reverence 
before His face, and let it cry aloud: Bless the Lord, 
all ye works of the Lord! 

Leaving the obdurate Frisians, who would 
not accept thy preaching, thou didst go rather 
to the ungodly Danes, to bring them the true 
Light, and didst strive to teach them to cry: 
Bless the Lord, all ye works of the Lord! 

Landing on the Island of Heligoland, thou wast 
not afraid to defy the false deity Fosite, having his 
cattle slaughtered to feed thy companions, O saint; 
and thou didst not fear to use his spring as a font for 
Christian baptism. 

Informed of thy disdain for his false god, O 


holy hierarch, Radbod, enraged, swore revenge for 
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thy temerity; but though he cast lots many times to 
determine thy death, the power of the true God 
overshadowed thee. 

Theotokion: Before thee, O Lady full of grace 
divine, do we all fall down, piteously uplifting our 
voices in supplication, raising our hands in ardent 
supplication, and crying out in compunction: Bless 


the Lord, all ye works of the Lord! 


Ope IX 
Irmos: We all magnify Thy love for mankind, O 
Christ our Savior, Thou glory of Thy servants and 
crown of the faithful, Who hast magnified the 
memory of her who gave Thee birth. 

Released by the heathen despite thy zeal for the 
one God, O Willibrord, thou didst return to Utrecht, 
where thou didst zealously shepherd and tend thy 
reason-endowed flock. 

Of thee doth the Monastery of Echternach 
boast as its founder and protector, O favorite of 
God, for when thou didst pass on to thy Lord, thy 
precious relics were entombed therein. 

Rejoice greatly, ye Orthodox Christians of the 
Low Lands, for upon you the Most High hath 
deigned to bestow a great healer and sublime inter- 
cessor, the holy hierarch Willibrord! 

Theotokion: Death will come inexorably to 
each of us when thy Son so willeth, O Mother of the 
Word; but in that dread hour intercede for us, thy 
servants, who magnify thy memory. 


Exapostilarion: Spec. Mel.: “Thou hast visited 
Us... °— 

Afire with divine zeal for the Holy Faith, O 
godly Willibrord, thou didst forsake thy homeland 
and brethren to bring the light of Christ to those 
benighted by the delusions of the demons. 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

God hath given thee to us, O pure one, as a 
refuge, strength and help amid tribulations and evil 
circumstances. Wherefore, deliver us all from all 
our misfortunes. 


On the Praises, 4 stichera, in Tone I: Spec. Mel.: “Joy 


of the ranks of heaven...” — 
Wondrous was thy passing, O holy one! For, 


immersed in prayer, one of thy disciples beheld thy 
soul ascending on high, surrounded by the radiance 
of grace and upborne by a great multitude of angels 

Wondrous was thy burial, O saint! For the 
sarcophagus prepared for thee was discovered to be 
too short; but then, by the mercy of God, it was 
found to be of sufficient length to accommodate 
thy full stature. 

Wondrous indeed are thy many miracles, O 
hierarch of Christ! For by the oil which burneth in 
the lamp over thy precious relics doth the Almighty 
heal the infirm who earnestly have recourse to thee 
with faith, 

Wondrous is thine intercession on high, O 
blessed Willibrord! For, conveying the entreaties of 
the sick to the dread throne of the Lord, thou dost 
obtain the curing of their manifold afflictions of 


both body and soul. 


Glory...: Idiomelon, in the same tone— 

Scattered were thy precious relics, O 
Willibrord, when the hosts of the ungodly laid 
waste to Echternach and impiously razed thy sacred 
But lest the words of the Psalmist be 
fulfilled in them, that there was none to bury the 
dead bodies of the servants of the Lord, those who 
honored thy memory gathered up thy holy remains 


shrine. 


with reverence and preserved them as an ever- 
flowing fountain of healings and cures for those 
who approach them with faith. 


Now & ever...: Theotokion automelon, in the same 
tone— 

Joy of the ranks of heaven and mighty interces- 
sor for men on earth art thou, O pure Virgin. Save 
us who flee unto thee, for on thee, after God, have 
we set our hope, O Theotokos. 


AT LITURGY 
On the Beatitudes, 8 troparia: 4 from Ode III and 4 
from Ode VI of the canon of the holy hierarch. 


Prokimenon, in Tone I— 

My mouth shall speak wisdom, and the medita- 
tion of my heart shall be of understanding. 
Stichos: Hear this, all ye nations; give ear, all ye 

that inhabit the world. 
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EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS, $318 (HEs. 7: 26-8: 2) 
Brethren: Such a High Priest became us, Who is 
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, 
and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth 
not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, 
first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for 
this He did once, when He offered up Himself. For 
the law maketh men high priests who have infir- 
mity; but the word of the oath, which was since the 
law, maketh the Son, Who is consecrated for 
evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken 
this is the sum: We have such a High Priest, Who 
is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty 
in the heavens; a Minister of the sanctuary, and of 
the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and 
not man. 


Alleluia of the holy hierarch, in Tone II— 

Stichos: The mouth of the righteous shall meditate 
wisdom, and his tongue shall speak of 
judgment. 

Stichos: The law of God is in his heart, and his 
steps shall not be tripped. 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN, § 36 (JN. 10: 9-16) 
The Lord said to the Jews who came to Him: “I am 
the door: by Me ifany man enter in, he shall be saved, 
and shall go in and out, and find pasture. The thief 
cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy: lam come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly. Iam the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep. But he who is a hireling, and not the shep- 
herd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf 
coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the 
wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The 
hireling fleeth, because he isa hireling, and careth not 
forthesheep. Iam the good Shepherd, and know My 
sheep, and am known of Mine. As the Father 
knoweth Me, even so know I the Father: and I lay 
down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, 
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one fold, 
and one shepherd.” 


Communion verse of the holy hierarch — 
In everlasting remembrance shall the righteous be, 


he shall not be afraid of evil tidings. 


Service composed in English by the reader Isaac E. Lambertsen. 


Copyright ©2011. All rights reserved by the author. 


“He (Jesus) had no need of holy baptism, being wholly pure and spotless, and holy of the holy. 
Nor had He need of the Holy Spirit, for the Spirit Who proceedeth from God the Father is of 
Him, and equal to Him in substance. We must now, therefore, at length hear what is the 
explanation of the economy. God in His love to man provided for us a way of salvation and of 
life. For believing in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and making this confession before many 
witnesses, we wash away all the filth of sin, and are enriched by the communication of the Holy 
Spirit, and made partakers of the divine nature, and gain the grace of adoption. It was necessary, 
therefore, that the Word of the Father, when He humbled Himself unto emptiness, and deigned 
to assume our likeness, should become for our sakes the pattern and way of every good work. 
For it follows, that He Who in every thing is first, must in this also set the example. In order, 
therefore, that we may learn both the power itself of Holy Baptism, and how much we gain by 


approaching so greata grace, He commences the work Himself, and, having been baptized, prays 


that you, my beloved, may learn that never-ceasing prayer is a thing most fitting for those who 


have once been counted worthy of Holy Baptism.” 


— St. Cyril of Alexandria 
7444 AD 
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AN ENCYCLICAL LETTER 
OF ST. MARK OF EPHESUS 


The many writings of St. Mark occasioned by the false 
Union of Florence are an important source material 
for all who wish to understand the position of the 
Church of Christ as against the heresies of the Roman 
Church, as well as against the pseudo-Orthodoxy that 
proclaims that “nothing separates us” precisely where 
the Fathers have pronounced anathema. The present 
letter was written probably in July of 1440 as an 
answer to the promulgation in Constantinople of the 


false Union.! 


To all Orthodox Christians of the mainland and in 
the islands, from Mark, Bishop of the Metropoly of 
Ephesus: Rejoice in Christ! 


I 
Those who have ensnared us in an evil captivity and 
desire to lead us away into the Babylon of Latin rites 
and dogmas could not, of course, completely ac- 
complish this, seeing immediately that there was 
little chance of it, in fact that it was simply impos- 
sible; but having stopped somewhere in the middle, 
both they and those who followed after them, they 
neither remained any longer what they were, nor 
became anything else. For having quit Jerusalem, 
a firm and unwavering Faith, but being in no 
condition and not wishing to become and to be 
called Babylonians, they thus called themselves, as 
if by right, “Greeco-Latins,” and among the people 
are called “Latinizers”. And so these split people, 
like the mythical centaurs, confess together with 
the Latins that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the 
Son and has the Son as Cause of His existence, and 
yet together with us they confess that He proceeds 
from the Father. And they say together with them 
that the addition to the Creed (of the Filiogue) was 
done canonically and with blessing, and yet to- 
gether with us do not permit it to be uttered. 
(Besides, who would turn away from what was 
canonical and blessed?!) And they say together with 
them that unleavened bread is the Body of Christ, 
and yet together with us do not dareacceptit. Is this 
not sufficient to reveal their spirit, and how that it 
was not in quest of the Truth (which having in their 


hands, they betrayed) that they came together with 
the Latins, but from a desire to enrich themselves 
and to conclude not a true, but a false union. 


II 

But one should examine in what manner they have 
united with them; for everything that is united to 
something different is naturally united by means of 
some middle point between them. And thus they 
imagined to unite with them by means of some 
judgment concerning the Holy Spirit, together 
with them expressing the opinion that He has 
existence also from the Son; but everything else 
between them is divergent, and there is among 
them neither any middle point nor anything in 
common. Just as before two divergent Creeds are 
uttered; likewise there are celebrated two liturgies, 
divergent and discordant one with the other: one 
with leavened bread, the other with unleavened 
bread; divergent also are baptisms: one performed 
with triple immersion, the other with pouring over 
the head from above, and one with anointing 
chrism, the other completely without; and all rites 
are in everything divergent and discordant one with 
the other, and likewise, the fasts and church usages 
and other like things. What kind of unity is this, 
when there is no apparent and clear sign of it? And 
in what manner have they united with them, desir- 
ing also to preserve their own (for in this they were 
unanimous) and at the same time not following the 
traditions of the Fathers? 


Il 

But what is their own “wise” opinion? “Never,” 
they say, “has the Greek Church said that the Holy 
Spirit proceeds only from the Father; she has said 
simply that He proceeds from the Father, thus not 
excluding the participation of the Son in the Pro- 
cession of the Holy Spirit. Therefore,” they say, 
“both before and now we exhibit unity.” 

Alas, what absurdity! Alas, what blindness! If 
the Greek Church, having received it from Christ 
Himselfand the holy Apostles and Fathers, has said 
that the Spirit proceeds from the Father, but has 


= 16 = 


never said (for she has received this from no one) 
that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Son, then 
what else does this signify than that she affirms that 
the Holy Spirit proceeds only from the Father? For 
if Heis not from the Son, evidently, He is only from 
the Father. 

Do you know what is said concerning the 
Generation? “Begotten of the Father before all 
ages.” Would anyone add here “only of the Fa- 
ther”? Yet it is precisely thus and in no other way 
that we understand it, and, ifneed be will express it. 
For we have been taught that the Son is begotten of 
none else, but only of the Father. Therefore too 
John Damascene says, on behalf of the whole 
Church and all Christians: “We do not say that the 
Holy Spirit is from the Son.”? And if we do not say 
that the Spirit is also from the Son, then it is 
apparent that we thus say that the Spirit is only from 
the Father; therefore a little before this he says: “We 
do not call the Son Cause,” and in the next chapter: 
“The sole Cause is the Father.”4 


IV 

What more? “Never,” they say, “have we consid- 
ered Latins heretics, but only schismatics.” But this 
too they have taken from them (the Latins), for the 
latter, having nothing with which to accuse us in 
our doctrine, call us schismatics because we have 
turned away from obedience to them which, as they 
think, we should have. But let us examine the 
matter. Will it be just for us likewise to show them 
kindness and place no blame on them in matters of 
the Faith? 

It was they who gave the grounds for the schism 
by openly making the addition (the Filioque), 
which until then they had spoken in secret; while 
we were the first to separate ourselves from them, or 
rather, to separate and cut them off from the 
common Body of the Church. Why, may I ask? 
Because they have the right Faith or have made the 
addition (to the Creed) in an Orthodox fashion? 
Surely whoever would begin to talk like that would 
not be right in the head. But rather because they 
have an absurd and impious opinion and for no 
reason at all made the addition. And so we have 
turned away from them as heretics and have 
shunned them. 


What more is necessary? The pious canons 
speak thus: “He is a heretic and subject to the 
canons against heretics who even slightly departs 
from the Orthodox faith.”° If, then, the Latins do 
not at all depart from the correct Faith, we have 
evidently cut them off unjustly: but if they have 
thoroughly departed (from the Faith) — and that 
in connection with the theology of the Holy Spirit, 
blasphemy against Whom is the greatest of all perils 
— then itis clear that they are heretics, and we have 
cut them off as heretics. 

Why do we anoint with chrism those of them 
who come to us? Is it not clear that it is because they 
are heretics? For the seventh canon of the Second 
(Ecumenical Council states: As for those heretics who 
betake themselves to Orthodoxy, and to the lot of those 
being saved, we accept them in accordance with the 
subjoined sequence and custom: Arians, and 
Macedonians, and Sabellians, and Novatians, those 
calling themselves Chathari (“Puritans”) and Aristeri 
(“Best”), and the Quartodecimans, otherwise known 
as Tetradites, and Apollinarians we accept when they 
offer libelli (recantations in writing) and anathema- 
tize every heresy that does not hold the same beliefs as 
the Catholic and Apostolic Church of God, and are 
sealed first with holy chrism on their forehead and 
their eyes, and nose, and mouth, and ears, and in 
sealing them we say: “The seal of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Do you see with whom we number those who 
come from the Latins? If all those (enumerated in 
the canons) are heretics, then it is clear that these 
Latins are the same. And what does the most wise 
Patriarch of Antioch, Theodore Balsamon, say of 
this in his reply to the most holy Patriarch of 
Alexandria, Mark? “Imprisoned Latins and others 
coming to our Catholic churches request commun- 
ion of the Divine Sacraments. We desire to know: 
is this permissible?” (Azswer:) “He who is not with 
Me is against Me, and he who gathers not with Me 
scattereth abroad” (Matt. 12:30; Luke 11:23). 
Because many years ago the celebrated Roman 
Church was separated from communion with the 
other four most holy patriarchs, having apostatized 
into customs and doctrines foreign to the Catholic 
Church and to Orthodoxy (it was for this reason 
that the pope was not deemed worthy of sharing in 
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the commemoration of the names of the Eastern 
Patriarchs at Divine Services) — therefore we must 
not sanctify one of the Latin persuasion through the 
divine and most pure Gifts (given) by priestly 
hands, unless he shall first resolve to depart from 
Latin dogmas and customs and shall be catechized 
and joined to those of Orthodoxy.”° 

Do you hear, how they have departed not only 
in customs, but also in dogmas foreign to those of 
Orthodoxy (and what is foreign to Orthodox 
dogma is, of course, heretical teaching), and that, 
according to the canons, they must be catechized 
and united to Orthodoxy? And if it is necessary to 
catechize, then clearly it is necessary to anoint them 
with chrism. How have they suddenly presented 
themselves to us as Orthodox, those who for so long 
and according to the judgment of such great fathers 
and teachers have been considered heretics? Who 
has so easily “made” them Orthodox? — Itis gold, 
if you desire to acknowledge the truth, and your 
own thirst for gain; or, to express it better: it did not 
make them Orthodox, but made you like them and 
carried you into the camp of the heretics. 


V 

“But if,” they say, “we had devised some middle 
ground (compromise) between dogmas, then 
thanks to this we would have united with them and 
accomplished our business superbly, without at all 
having been forced to say anything except what 
corresponds to custom and has been handed down 
(by the fathers).” This is precisely the means by 
which many, from of old, have been deceived and 
persuaded to follow those who have led them off to 
the steep precipice of impiety; believing that there 
is some kind of middle ground between two teach- 
ings that can reconcile obvious contradictions, they 
have been exposed to peril... 

If the Latin dogma is true that the Holy Spirit 
proceeds also from the Son, then ours is false that 
states that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father 
(and this is precisely the reason for which we 
separated from them); and if ours is true, then 
without doubt theirs is false. What kind of middle 
ground can there be between two such judgments? 
There can be none, unless it were some kind of 
judgment suitable to both the one and the other, 


like a boot that fits both feet. And will this unite 


VI 

But, someone will say, how shall we regard those 
moderate Greco-Latins who, maintaining a 
middle ground, openly favor some of the Latin rites 
and dogmas, favor but do not wish to accept others, 
and entirely disapprove of still others? One must 
flee from them as one flees froma snake, as from the 
Latins themselves, or it may be, from those who are 
even worse than they — as from buyers and sellers 
of Christ. For they, as the Apostle says, “suppose 
that gain is godliness” (I Tim. 6:5), and of whom he 
adds, “flee these” (I Tim. 6:11), for they go over to 
them (the Latins) not in order to learn, but for gain. 

“What communion hath light with darkness? 
And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he who believeth with an infidel?” (II Cor. 
6:14-15). Behold how we, together with 
Damascene and all the Fathers, do not say that the 
Spirit proceeds from the Son,’ while they, together 
with the Latins, say that the Spirit proceeds from 
the Son. And we, together with the divine 
Dionysios, say that the Father is the sole Source of 
the supernatural divinity,® while they say together 
with the Latins that the Son also is the Source of the 
Holy Spirit, by this clearly excluding the Spirit 
from the Divinity. And we, together with Gregory 
the Theologian, distinguish the Father from the 
Son in His capacity of being Cause,’ while they 
together with the Latins unite Them into one in the 
capacity of being Cause. And we, together with St. 
Maximus and the Romans of that time and the 
Western Fathers, “do not make the Son the Cause 
of the Spirit” !° while they, in their Conciliar Decree 
(Act of Union), proclaim the Son “in Greek, Cause 
and in Latin, Principle” of the Spirit. And we, 
together with the Philosopher and Martyr Justin, 
affirm, “As the Son is from the Father, so is the 
Spirit from the Father;”" while they say together 
with the Latins that the Son proceeds from the 
Father immediately, and the Spirit from the Father 
mediately. And we, together with Damascene and 
all the fathers, confess that it is not known to us in 
what consists the difference between generation 


and procession '*; while they, together with 
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Thomas (Aquinas) and the Latins, say that the 
difference consists in this: that generation is imme- 
diate and procession mediate. 

And we affirm, in agreement with the fathers, 
that the Will and Energy of the Uncreated and 
Divine Nature are uncreated; while they, together 
with the Latins and Thomas, say that Will is 
identical with Nature, but that the Divine Energy 
is created, whether it be called Divinity, or the 
Divine and Immaterial Light, or the Holy Spirit, or 
something else of this nature, and in some fashion 
these poor creatures “worship” the created “Divin- 
ity” and the created “Divine Light” and the created 
“Holy Spirit.” 

And we say that neither do the saints receive the 
Kingdom and the unutterable blessings already 
prepared for them, nor are sinners already sent to 
hell, but both await their fate which will be received 
in the future age after the resurrection and Judg- 
ment; while they, together with the Latins, desire 
immediately after death to receive according their 
merits, and for those in an intermediate condition, 
who have died in repentance, they give a purgatorial 
fire (which is not identical with that of hell) so that, 
as they say, having purified their souls by it after 
death, they also together with the righteous will 
enjoy the Kingdom (of Heaven); this is contained 
in their Conciliar Decree (Act of Union). And we, 
obeying the apostles, who have prohibited it, shun 
Jewish unleavened bread; while they, in the same 
Act of Union, proclaim that what is used in the 
services of the Latins is the Body of Christ. And we 
say that the addition to the Creed arose 
uncanonically and anticanonically and contrary to 
the fathers; while they affirm that it is canonical and 
blessed — to such an extent are they unaware how 
to conform to the Truth and to themselves! 

And for us the pope is as one of the patriarchs, 
and that only if he be Orthodox; while they with 
great gravity proclaim him Vicar of Christ, Father 
and Teacher of all Christians. May they be more 
fortunate than their father, who are also like him: 
for he does not greatly prosper, having an antipope 
who is the cause of sufficient unpleasantness; and 
they are not happy to imitate him. 


VII 

And so, brethren, flee from them and from com- 
munion with them; for they are “false apostles, 
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into 
the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also 
be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their works” (II 
Cor. 11:13-15). And in another place the same 
apostle says of them: “For they are such as serve 
not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and 
by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts 
of the simple. Nevertheless the foundation of God 
stands sure, having this seal” (Rom. 16:18, II Tim. 
2:19). And in another place: “Beware of dogs, 
beware of evil workers, beware of the concision” 
(Philipp. 3:2). And then, in another place: “But 
though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other Gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed” (Gal. 
1:8). See what has been prophetically foretold, 
that, “though an angel from heaven...” — so that 
no one could cite in justification of himself an 
especially high position. And the beloved Disciple 
speaks thus: “If there come any unto you, and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, and give him no greeting; for he who giveth 
him greeting is partaker in his evil deeds” (II John 
10-11). 

Therefore, in so far as this is what has been 
commanded you by the Holy Apostles — stand 
aright, hold firmly to the traditions which you 
have received, both written and by word of 
mouth, that you not be deprived of your firmness 
if you become led away by the delusions of the 
lawless. May God, Who is All-powerful, make 
them also to know their delusion; and having 
delivered us from them as from evil tares, may He 
gather us into His granaries like pure and useful 
wheat, in Jesus Christ our Lord, to Whom belongs 
all glory, honor and worship, with His Father 
Who is without beginning, and His All-Holy and 
Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever and 
unto the ages of ages. Amen.” 
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Troparion, in Tone VIIJ— 

O most wise Mark. instructor of Orthodoxy, 
opposer of innovations, foundation of the Faith, 
beacon of the Church, divinely inspired seal of 
teachers: With thy writings thou hast enlightened 
all. O harp of the Spirit, entreat Christ God, that 


our souls be saved. 


Kontakion, the composition of John Eugenicus, in 
Tone VII: Spec. Mel: “To thee, the champion 
leader...” 

Taking the divinely wise writings of the theolo- 
gians into thy heart, as one of truly divine eloquence 
thou didst proclaim the procession of the Holy Spirit 
as was needful, O ever-laudable one, and didst seal 
the most holy Symbol of the Faith; wherefore, we 
chant: Rejoice, O divinely eloquent Mark! 


‘Troparion and kontakion texts from 
the Menaion of the Orthodox Church, vol. V (January), 
© 1999 The St. John of Kronstadt Press; Liberty TN USA 


Wouldst thou see another virtue of the Child? Wouldst thou see that He is by nature God, 
Who in the flesh was of woman? Learn what the Prophet Isaiah says of Him: And I drew 
near unto the prophetess, and she conceived, and bare a male; and the Lord said unto me, 
Call His name, Quick take captive, and spoil hastily (Mahershalalhashbaz). For before the 
Child shall know to call father or mother, he shall take the strength of Damascus.” For 
contemporaneously with the birth of Christ the power of the devil was spoiled. For in 


Damascus he had been the object of religious service, and had had there many worshippers; 
but when the Holy Virgin brought forth, the power of his tyranny was broken; for the 
heathen were won unto the knowledge of the truth; and their firstfruits and leaders were 
the Magi, who came from the East to Jerusalem; whose teacher was the heaven, and their 
schoolmaster a star. 


— St. Cyril of Alexandria 
+ 444 AD 
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PRAYING FOR THE NON-ORTHODOX 


The Orthodox Church, in accordance with the love 
for man which characterizes her, permits prayer for 
those who have cut themselves off from her, z.e., for 
heretics and schismatics. But prayers in what 
regard? Prayers that they convert to the Orthodox 
Faith before the end of their lives. 


Thus in the prayers of intercession we pray: “Illu- 
mine with the light of grace all apostates from the 
Orthodox Faith, and those blinded by pernicious 
heresies, and draw them to Thyself, and unite them 
to Thy Holy, Apostolic, Catholic Church.” From 
this it is clear that the Orthodox Church permits 
prayer for those who have departed from the holy 
faith — prayer for their conversion. But what can 
one say about those who have departed from this 
life? Does the Church pray for such persons in her 
divine services? In the services of the Orthodox 
Church there is no prayer for persons who have died 
in heresy. Quite the contrary; on the First Sunday 
of Great Lent, in the Service of Orthodoxy, our 
holy Church pronounces anathema, i.e., excom- 
munication, on all heretics and apostates from 
Orthodoxy. Howitis then, we ask, that the Church 
at one and the same time anathematizes and prays 
for apostates? The non-Orthodox by their very 
non-Orthodoxy have excommunicated themselves 
from the Mysteries of the Orthodox Church. 
Metropolitan Philaret of Moscow stated that not 
commemorating them during the liturgy and re- 
moving their names from the diptychs (the 
synodtkon, or lists of names to be commemorated; 
2.e., the lists of those with whom the Orthodox are 
in communion) is in full accord with and follows 
logically from their excommunication. We might 
note here that removal from the diptychs reminds 
us that the names of the non-Orthodox should not 
be commemorated at any Orthodox service. It may 
be objected that this is certainly very strict, but what 
can we do? We cannot force the Lord to mercy with 
prayer! For our God is a jealous God (Ex. 20:5); The 
Lord is righteous and loves righteousness (Ps. 10:7). 
There have been cases when He Himself forbade 
prayer for certain persons: He said to His prophet 
Jeremiah about His people: do not pray for these 


people, and do not ask that they be shown mercy, and 
do not pray, do not approach Me concerning them, for 
I shall not hear you (Jer. 7:16). Now this command 
of the Lord refers to persons who are still alive, and 
who consequently still have a chance to repent. 
And the prophet did not dare to disobey the word 
of the Lord by justifying his prayer for them as love 


for mankind. 


It is to be noted that here we have in view prayer for 
the non-Orthodox offered by the Church. To 
permit such prayer in the Orthodox Church during 
divine service would cause scandal, at least for those 
with a weak conscience. If such persons were to 
hear petitions in an Orthodox Church for the 
health or repose of Roman Catholics or Protestants, 
they could come to the conclusion that it really does 
not matter what you believe. And through this 
there would be ever more and more frequent apos- 
tasy from the Orthodox Church, if not formally, 
then at least in spirit. And this would be the greatest 
woe — for then, imperceptibly, the person thus led 
astray becomes Orthodox in name only, and in 
actual fact one who does not believe correctly or 
even does not believe at all. In the same way, 
persons of other confessions, seeing that the Ortho- 
dox Church prays for them, will come to the same 
conclusion about the equality of all confessions of 
faith. And this can distract those non-Orthodox 
who desire to be united with the Orthodox Church, 
for they will say the Orthodox pray for them 


anyway. 


However, in speaking about the strictness of the 
Orthodox Church concerning the commemora- 
tion of the non-Orthodox, we do not mean to say 
that our Holy Orthodox Church commands us, her 
children, not to pray for them at all. She only 
forbids us to pray according to our own whims, to 
pray in whatever manner might come into our 
heads. Our Mother the Orthodox Church teaches 
us that everything we do, including prayer itself, 
must be done decently and in a proper manner (I 
Cor. 14:40). We pray at all the divine services for 


all the various nations and races and for the whole 


ee 


world, more often than not without our knowing or 
understanding this. We pray just as our Lord Jesus 
Christ taught His apostles to pray in the prayer He 
taught them: Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven! This all-embracing petition 
gathers within itselfall the needs of ourselves and of 
all our brothers in the Faith and even those of the 
non-Orthodox. Here we beg the All-good Lord 
even for the souls of the deceased non-Orthodox, 
that He might accomplish with them that which is 
well-pleasing to His holy will. For the Lord knows 
immeasurably better than we do to whom to show 
what mercy. 


And so, O Orthodox Christian, whoever you may 
be, either a layman or a priest of God, if during 
some service of the Church there comes upon you 
zeal to pray for some non-Orthodox person close to 
you, then during the reading or chanting of the 
Lord’s Prayer, sigh for him before the Lord and say: 
“Thy holy will be done in him, O Lord!” and limit 
yourself to this prayer. For thus you are taught to 
pray by the Lord Himself. Thus to pray for the non- 
Orthodox in the public prayers of the Church onan 
equal basis with Orthodox Christians, i.¢., to com- 
memorate their names in churches just as the names 
of Orthodox Christians are commemorated, is not 
in accord with the traditions of our One Holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church. Thus do we speak 
and so do weact. And this is in no wise out of hatred 
for the non-Orthodox, or because we do not wish 
them well, but because our willful prayer for them 
will not be pleasing to God, will be without benefit 
for their souls and will become a sin for those who 
pray thus. 


We can see a clear example of this in Saul, king of 
Israel. He had to all appearances done a good deed 
when, before the opening of hostilities with the 
Philistines, he turned to God with prayer and 
offerings of sacrifices. But since he acted in this case 
in his own way, without awaiting the prophet of 
God, Samuel, as he had been told, he not only did 
not attract God’s good will and blessing upon 
himself, but earned instead God’s anger and 
punishment. 


And now a few words about private prayer. There is 
certainly more than one example in the Orthodox 
Church of how the personal prayer of a saint of God 
aided the souls of the deceased non-Orthodox, even 
of pagans. St. Macarius of Egypt tells the following 
of himself: “Once, while traveling across the desert, 
I found the skull ofa certain dead person lying on the 
ground. When I struck the skull with a palm branch, 
it spoke to me and I asked it: “Who are you?’ The 
skull replied: ‘I was the chief priest of the idols and 
pagans who were in this place; and you are 
Marcarius, the Spirit-bearer. When you take pity on 
those who suffer in torment and pray for us, we sense 
a certain relief.” The elder asked him: “What is the 
reliefand what is the torment?” And the skull said to 
him: “As far as heaven is above the earth, so much is 
there fire beneath us, and we ourselves stand from 
head to foot in the midst of the fire. None of us can 
see another’s face, for the face of each of us sees the 
back ofsomeoneelse. But when you pray for us, then 
each of us sees in part the face of another.... This is 
our relief!” The elder began to weep and said: 
“Unhappy the day on which this man was born!” 
The elder further inquired: “Is there not some other 
more terrible torment?” The skull answered: “Be- 
neath us there is a torment still more terrible.” The 
elder asked: “And who is to be found there?” And the 
skull replied: “As we did not know God, we are 
shown a measure of mercy, but those who knew God 
and turned away from Him (of course with false 
wisdom in matters of faith and with a careless life) — 
they are beneath us.” After this, the elder took the 
skull and buried it in the earth. 


From this story of the blessed father we see first of 
all that his prayer for the pagans suffering in the fire 
was not public prayer in church, but private prayer. 
This was the prayer of the solitary desert-dweller, 
praying in the secret chamber of his heart. More- 
over, this prayer can serve in part as a reason for us 
Orthodox Christians to pray for the living and 
deceased non-Orthodox in our private prayers. 
The saint did not inform us how he prayed for the 
pagans, but being a great saint of God, he undoubt- 
edly attained great boldness in his prayers to the 
Lord. St. Macarius prayed for the pagans not in a 
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prayer of his own fancy, but as he was taught by the 
Spirit of God dwelling in his pure heart, the Spirit 
Who taught him to pray for the whole world, for all 
peoples, living and dead, as this is a regular charac- 
teristic of the loving hearts of all the saints of God. 
As the holy Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians: 
Our heart is enlarged: ye are not straitened in us (II 
Cor. 6:11). 


Thus can we now agree that Orthodox Christians 
may indeed pray for the non-Orthodox, both living 
and dead — in private prayer at home; but here we 
repeat again and again, not in prayers according to 
one’s own designs, not in such as might come into 
one’s head, but according to the direction of per- 
sons experienced in spiritual life. 


In this instance the direction of such people is as 
follows. There was an occasion during the life of the 
Optina Elder Leonid (Lev in the Great Schema) 
who died in 1841. The father of one ofhis disciples, 
Paul Tambovtsev, had died an unhappy and violent 
death by suicide. The loving son was deeply grieved 
by this and poured out his sorrow before the elder 
thus: “The hapless end of my father is a heavy cross 
for me. I am now upon a cross whose pain will 
accompany me to the grave. While imagining the 
terrible eternity of sinners where there is no more 
repentance, I am tortured by the image of the 
eternal torments that await my father who died 
without repentance. Tell me, father, how I can 
console myself in this present grief?” The elder 
answered, “Entrust both yourself and your father’s 
fate to the will of the Lord, which is all-wise, all- 
powerful. Do not tempt the miracles of the All- 
high, but strive through humility to strengthen 
yourself within the bounds of tempered sorrow. 
Pray to the All-good Creator, thus fulfilling the 
duty of the love and obligation of a son.” 


Question: “But how is one to pray for such per- 
sons?” Answer: “In the spirit of the virtuous and 
wise, thus: “Seek out, O Lord, the perishing soul of 


my father: ifit is possible, have mercy! Unfathom- 
able are Thy judgments. Do not account my prayer 
as sin. But may Thy holy will be done!’ Pray 
simply, without inquiring, entrusting your heart to 
the right hand of the All-high. Of course, so 
grievous a death for your father was not the will of 
God, but now it rests completely in the will of Him 
Who is able to hurl both soul and body into the fiery 
furnace, of Him Who humbles and lifts up, puts to 
death and brings to life, takes down to hell and leads 
up therefrom. And He is so compassionate, al- 
mighty and filled with love that before His highest 
goodness the good qualities of all those born on 
earth are nothing. You say, ‘I love my father, 
therefore I grieve inconsolably.’ That is right. But 
God loved and loves him incomparably more than 
you. And so, it remains for you to entrust the 
eternal lot of your father to the goodness and 
compassion of God, and if it is His good will to 
show mercy, who can oppose Him?” 


This private prayer for use in one’s own room at 
home, given to this disciple by the Elder Leonid 
who was experienced in the spiritual life, can serve 
Orthodox Christians as an example or paradigm of 
prayer for some non-Orthodox persons close to us. 
One can pray in the following manner: “Have 
mercy, O Lord, if it is possible, on the soul of Thy 
servant (Name), departed this life in separation 
from Thy Holy Orthodox Church! Unfathomable 
are Thy judgments. Do not account this prayer of 
mine as sin. But may Thy holy will be done!” 


We do not know (and to no one of us has it been 
revealed) what or how much benefit such a prayer 
can bring to the non-Orthodox. But from experi- 
ence it has been learned that surely it eases the 
burning sorrow of the person praying for the soul of 
one close to him who died outside the Orthodox 
Church. For according to the word of the Psalmist: 
A broken and contrite heart God will not despise (Ps. 
50:19). The more humble and self-abasing the 
prayer, the more hopeful and beneficial. 


Originally printed in Orthodox Life, Vol. 26 No. 1; January-February 1976 
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OUR LADY, JOY OF ALL WHO SORROW 
St. Philaret of New York 


In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. 


“Joy of all who sorrow, and intercessor for the 
wronged, and nourisher of the hungry...” 


This is how the Russian Church glorifies the most 
pure Intercessor, the most blessed Virgin Mary on 
the day of her feast “Joy of all who Sorrow”. Life is 
very difficult these days, brethren, and it particu- 
larly oppresses by being so complicated and confus- 
ing; but the principal thing is that its main ingredi- 
ent nowis vain activity, often sinful and contrary to 
God. Christian fundamentals disappear more and 
more from life. And for a Christian person it 
sometimes becomes intolerable to breathe in this 
spiritually poisoned atmosphere, and it seems to 
him that he is all alone, that he has no one to turn 
to, and that he is threatened by spiritual destruc- 
tion. But look, to whom the Church directs us 
when things become difficult for us, when the soul 
is gripped by sorrow, sadness and other difficult 
emotional upheavals which are so numerous in life. 
“To the Theotokos let us run now most earnestly, 
we sinful and humbled ones, and fall down in 
repentance calling from the depths of our souls: O 
Mistress, help us through Thy compassion, come 
unto our aid for we are perishing from the multi- 
tude of our transgressions....”. And in another 
prayer: “We have no other help, we have no other 
hope, except for thee, O Mistress; do thou help 
us...” This is who stands on guard during human 
grief and misfortune. Not one of us, no matter how 
much we might suffer, no matter what sorrows we 
endure, can compare them to what the most blessed 
Virgin Mary went through in her life, and even 
more so when by the cross of her Son, according to 
the dread prophesy of Righteous Simeon the God- 
receiver, the sword pierced her most pure and most 
bright soul. But even then, in the midst of these 
inhuman sufferings, not forgetting that He had 
come to save the human race, and there, while filled 
with concern for humans, He did not forget His 


Most Pure Mother, 


who now would be left 
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orphaned, and He gives her His beloved disciple, 
John the Theologian, and in his person, as the 
Church firmly believes, He entrusts the entire 
human race into the hands of her maternal love. 


Therefore the Church calls her “the Mother of the 


Christian race.” 


One of the most marvelous feasts, of greatest com- 
fort and of greatest joy, is the feast of the Protection 
of the Mother of God. Blessed Andrew the fool- 
for-Christ saw how the Queen of Heaven, not 
distinguishing the evil from the good, covered 
everyone in the church with the pokrov — 
omophorion of her kindness. 


In this holy Church named for the Heavenly 
Queen “Joy of all who Sorrow” which has been 
renowned already for four decades, do you know 
what concern now lies on the shoulders of Vladika 
Anthony and Vladika Nektary and all of you who 
love this temple sanctified by prayer, grace-filled, 
cozy and magnificent? The concern is over pre- 
serving it and not losing it by handing it over into 
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non-Orthodox hands. May the Lord help you to 
achieve this objective, so difficult in our times! It 
is not easy because hearts have become hardened. 
The Russian colony of San Francisco is so large 
and wealthy that if their hearts were enflamed it 
would take almost no effort to preserve and keep 
this holy temple. But — alas!... 


Do not be despondent, those of you who come to 
pray and parishioners of this holy temple! The 
reposed Archbishop Dimitri in Harbin often said 
that in our times, in our difficult days, a person 
must not only himself, according to the words of 
the Holy Gospel, enter with difficulty — to squeeze 
through the narrow gates; but likewise every good 
deed of his he must also squeeze through these 
narrow gates with effort, labor, with sorrow and 


obstacles. And so even this, your good deed you will 
have to carry through the narrow gates of human 
unfeelingness; but the Lord is merciful, and one 
must never be downcast in spirit. He Himself, 
according to the words in the prayer at liturgy, 
sanctifies those who love the beauty of His house, 
and of course does not look indifferently on the 
labors of those who wish to preserve the beauty of 
the temple of God. For every temple is an instruc- 
tor of piety; it is the house of God and heavenly 
gate; it is the most holy place where indeed heaven 
and earth are joined. Therefore, do not let your 
spirit be downcast, and labor in this deed and the 
Lord will help you to keep this holy temple, so that 
from henceforth in it may be glorified the name of 
God and the name of the most pure Mistress — the 
Queen of Heaven. Amen. 


Translated by Eugenia Chisholm from Sermons, vol. I, pp. 209-211. 


ST. PHILARET OF NEW YORK 
ON 
ST. JOHN OF KRONSTADT 


You probably are familiar with the marvelous 
diary of Father John of Kronstadt entitled My Life 
in Christ. In this diary, the great Russian pastor on 
almost every page speaks of the fact that a pastor of 
the Church should not expect anything good from 
himself personally, but only realize that in and of 
himself he is impoverished and blind and naked... 
But at the same time, while not expecting from 
oneself anything other than sins and mistakes, he 
must boldly hope in every assistance from the Lord. 
For the pastors of the Church are appointed by the 
Holy Spirit, Who conveys to His servants the grace 
of prayer, teaching and building human souls. The 
believing, reverential and self-examining servant of 
the Church, from the moment of his ordination, 
clearly senses within himself this gift of divine 
grace, as some sort of new beginning, compelling 
him to ceaselessly labor to the glory of God. This 
is similar to the instance when, in antiquity, one of 
the great prophets, emissaries of God, said that he 
wished to keep the word of God within himselfand 


not announce it to the people, but this word was 


like a fire in his bones and he could not contain it 
within himself. Similarly, the gift of grace which 
dwells within the servant of the Church calls him to 
spiritual works. But at the same time the pastor 
must, according to the expression of the holy 
Apostle Paul, “inflame” this grace-filled gift with 
prayer and reading of the word of God, just as one 
would fan a fire so that it not go out. But the main 
thing is, | repeat once more: never forget your 
infirmity, backwardness and ignorance, and do not 
rely on yourself in any way, but firmly hope on the 
Lord and expect and hope for everything from 
Him! 

Once, after Father John of Kronstadt had per- 
formed, through the power of God and the strength 
of his powerful faith, one of his astounding 
miracles, one of the witnesses of this miracle, 
shaken to the depths of his soul, asked him: “Who 
are you that you perform such works?” Father John 
looked at him in surprise and humbly replied: 
“Who am I? [aman ignorant and sinful man, who 
applies every effort to serve God in goodness and 
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truth.” This is how the greatest of Russian pastors 
defined, clearly and simply, the purpose of pastoral 


service: to serve God in goodness and truth! This 


should be the basic goal of serving for every pastor 
of the Church.... 


(excerpt from Sermon to Seminarians, Collection of Sermons, Vol l, pp 259, 260) 


SERMON OF ST. PHILARET AT THE VIGIL SERVICE ON THE EVE 
OF THE GLORIFICATION OF THE HOLY RIGHTEOUS JOHN, WONDERWORKER OF KRONSTADT AND ALL RUSSIA 


As a humble, ordinary pastor, a simple, acces- 
sible, seemingly ordinary batiushka, once long ago 
Priest John Ilyich Sergiev embarked on his pastoral 
path as the modest priest of the St. Andrew Cathe- 
dral of Kronstadt and began his pastoral podvig 
(spiritual feat —transl.). Slowly, as a small flame, it 
would seem, in the beginning, the beacon of his 
labors and podvig flared until finally it shone with 
glory throughout all Russia and eventually spread 
beyond the boundaries of Russia. There were, my 
beloved, in the Russian Church, among the Rus- 
sian people, on the Russian land, many men of faith 
and podvig; there were many beacons of spirit; 
there were many great saints. But I don’t know 
whether any of our great God-pleasers revealed 
quite such a light-bearing power of pastorship as 
was revealed in all its beauty, in all its power, in all 
of its resplendent radiance, as was revealed in the 
wondrous pastorship of Father John of Kronstadt. 
Who among Russians does not know this won- 
drous name? It happens sometimes that in a musty, 
cold, dank, damp, dusty cellar suddenly someone 
opens a vial of perfume, and in the midst of this 
dampness and stench, a subtle, refreshing fragrance 
wafts forth. Likewise, in the vain bustle of life, so 
it is for the soul which seems to have become 
entangled in passions and completely succumbed 
to them; sometimes it is sufficient to pronounce 
this word, to remind it of this remarkable man, and 
everything holy seems to be resurrected within the 
soul. The person senses that in deed, merely at the 
name of Father John, immediately everything for 
him becomes beautiful, everything holy, every- 
thing is pure and everything is lofty. 

Today you and J are already praying to him; 
prayers have already rung out here, directly address- 
ing him, nowas an indisputable God pleaser. And 
therefore it is particularly more painful to know, see 
and observe that there are those who not only are 


avoiding this wondrous celebration, but are even 
attempting to cast a shadow over it. And these are 
the ones who were once with our Church Abroad! 
We know how they are expressing themselves re- 
garding this, our lofty, spiritual solemnity: they say 
that we are celebrating him unlawfully! One does 
not have to be particularly informed in matters of 
Church history to know how false these accusations 
are, for even in more ancient days, it was not 
immediately, and not even always, that a God- 
pleaser was glorified by the entire Church.... In our 
Church there was a pious customary order accord- 
ing to which, in deed, in the latter years in the life 
of our Church, usually the entire Church and all the 
Russian people were called upon to glorify the God 
pleaser, to ensure that his glorification was more 
magnificent, as solemn as possible. But this is not 
obligatory. For there were more ancient cases when 
a saint was glorified locally, when a certain diocese, 
headed by its archpastor, glorified the God pleaser, 
and this was already a lawful glorification. For it is 
not we who glorify a saint: the Lord glorifies, and 
this glory, on Father John as well, is so clear and 
unquestionable! We merely bear witness to the fact 
that with God he is already glorified. We are not 
handing him a certificate of sainthood and we do 
not grant him glorification. Our glorification here 
will not add anything to his stature; we are merely 
bearing witness to his sainthood here, the saint- 
hood of one who has been wondrously glorified by 
God. A certain coldness proceeds from their cruel 
words. But may God be their judge! But you and 
I, brethren, let us prepare to celebrate! 

A few moments separate us from this triumphant 
and glorious moment, when the Church Abroad will 
ring out in magnification of the new God-pleaser. But 
remember, no matter who you are, whether you listen 
tomeornot! Once the Lord said about certain of His 
own venerators: “These people draw nigh unto Me 
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and honor Me with their lips, but their hearts stand 
afar off from Me....” In just a few moments this cover 
will be removed and before you will appear the 
magnificent face of the newly revealed great God- 
pleaser. Examine yourself: did you merely come to be 
a spectator at this triumphant service, or just inciden- 
tally, reacting to this somehow superficially? Examine 
yourself! Remember that when Father John was 
conducting his confessions, for him there were no 
secrets; he, living in God, saw into everyone who then 
attended his simultaneous confession of many thou- 
sands of people, and he said directly, “We don’t have 
enough repentance here. Repent, repent!” he would 
say, addressing them directly, revealing by this that to 
him the secrets of the human heart were revealed. 


Remember that in this glorious and trium- 
phant hour Father John is here with us. Do not 
doubt this, and remember that he sees all of us; he 
sees me, he sees you and knows the thoughts of your 
heart. Pray to him from your whole soul. Remem- 
ber that Father John is our joy, our glory, our grace, 
our Russian honor. Our Russia, especially during 
these horrifying last decades, gave the world such a 
God pleaser. And if you truly understand this, 
then, of course, you too will glorify him from your 
entire soul. O, Father John! Our joy, our comfort, 
how can we bring those who avoid glorifying you to 
understand? Cover us with your love and prayer, 
for grace has been given to you to pray for us. 


Amen. 


Translated by Eugenia Chisholm from the collected Sermons of St. Philaret of New York 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR AN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN 


St. Philaret of New York 


1. Remember: you are a son (daughter) of the 
Orthodox Church. These are not empty words. 
Remember under what obligation this places you. 
2. Earthly life is fleeting. You won’t notice how it 
flashes by. But by this life, the eternal lot of your 
soul will be determined. Do not forget this not 
even for a moment. 

3. Trytolive piously. Pray to God in church; pray 
to God at home with reverence, with faith, with 
devotion to the will of the Lord. Carry out the holy 
and salvific rules of the Church, her regulations and 
commandments. Outside the Church, outside of 
obedience to her, there is no salvation. 

4. The gift of speech is a great gift of God. It 
elevates a person to nobility, it immeasurably lifts 
him over other earthly creatures. But how mankind 
which has become perverse now abuses it. Protect 
this gift and know how to use the word in a 
Christian manner. Do not judge, do not speak idly. 
Fear as fire foulness of speech and seductive speak- 
ing. Do not forget the words of our Lord and 
Savior: “by thy words shalt thou be justified and by 
thy words shalt thou shall be condemned.” Do not 
permit lying. The Holy Scriptures sternly warn: 
“The Lord will destroy all those who speak a lie.” 


5. Loveyour neighbor as yourself according to the 


Lord’s commandment. Without love there is no 
Christianity. Remember: Christian love is self- 
sacrificing, and not egotistical. Do not miss an 
opportunity to perform a work of love and mercy. 
6. Be modest, pure and chaste in your deeds, 
words and thoughts. Do not imitate the perverse. 
Do not take their example, and avoid any close- 
ness to them. Without need, have nothing to do 
with unbelievers — unbelief is contagious. Ob- 
serve modesty and decency always and every- 
where; don’t become infected with the shameless 
customs of our days. 

7. Fear and flee from vainglory and pride. Pride 
cast down from the heavens the highest and most 
powerful of angels. You remember: thou art earth 
and unto the earth shalt thou return.... Deeply 
humble yourself. 

8. The basic objective of life is to save the soul for 
eternity. Let this be the main objective and concern 
of your life. Woe unto him who destroys his soul 
through indifference and carelessness. 


May the Lord bless you and help you. 


Your spiritual father, 
+Metropolitan Philaret 
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THE TESTAMENT OF ST. THEODOSIUS OF THE KIEV CAVES (71074) 
AGAINST FALSE TEACHINGS 


Lord, give the blessing! I, Theodosius, the 
miserable slave of the All-Holy Trinity, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, was born in the pure 
and right-believing faith and brought up in good 
teaching by an Orthodox father and mother. 

Do not commune with the Latin (Catholic) 
faith, do not attach yourselves to their customs, 
flee from their communion, avoid all their 
teachings and abhor their morals. 

Beware, my children, of the crooked in faith 
and their conversations, for our land has been 
filled to the full with them. If anyone will save 
his soul, then let him only live in the Orthodox 
Faith, for there is no other faith better than our 
pure and holy Orthodox Faith. 

Living in this faith, do not only escape sins 
and eternal torment, but become partakers of 
eternal life, and you will rejoice without end with 
the saints. As for those who live in another faith: 
the Catholic, or the Muslim, or the Armenian 
— they shall not see eternal life. 

Moreover, it is not right, my child, to praise 
another faith. He who praises another faith is 
as if he is blaspheming his own. If someone 
begins to praise both his own and another faith, 
then he is two-faithed, and close to heresy. But 
you, my child, observe such people, and 
constantly praise your own faith. Do not be 
friendly with them, but flee from them and 
struggle in your own faith through good works. 
Give alms not only to those of your own faith, 
but also to those of other faiths. If you see 
someone who is naked or hungry, or who has 
fallen into misfortune — whether he bea Jew, 
or a Turk, or a Latin —be merciful to every 
such person, deliver him from his misfortune as 
far as you are able, and you will not be deprived 
of a reward from God, for God Himself in the 
present age pours out His mercies not only on 
Christians, but also on the unfaithful. God cares 
in this life for the pagans and those of other 
faiths, but in the future age they will be alienated 
from the eternal blessings. But we who live in 


the Orthodox Faith will receive all blessings from 
God both here, and in the future age our Lord 
Jesus Christ will save us. 

My child, if you will even have to die for 
our holy Faith, go to your death with boldness. 
Thus did the Saints die for the faith, and now 
they are living in Christ. But you, my child, if 
you see people of other faiths quarrelling with 
the faithful, and trying to draw them away from 
the right faith by deception, help the Orthodox. 
In this way you will as it were save a sheep from 
the mouth of a lion. But if you are silent and 
leave them without help, then this is as if you 
took a redeemed soul from Christ and sold him 
to Satan. 

If one who opposes you says: “Your faith and 
our faith are from God,’ then you, my child, 
must reply as follows: “O crooked in faith! Or 
do you consider God also to be two-faithed! 
Have you not heard, you who have been 
corrupted by an evil faith, how the Scripture 
says: “One God, one Faith, one Baptism” 
(Ephesians 4.5)? 

“Have you not heard the Apostle Paul saying: 
“If an angel comes from heaven and preaches 
to you a gospel that we have not preached to 
you, let him be anathema” (Galatians 1.8). 

But you (Latins), who reject the apostolic 
teaching and the holy fathers, have received an 
incorrect and corrupted faith, full of destruction. 
Therefore you are rejected by us. Therefore it 
is not right that you should serve with us and 
approach the Divine Mysteries with us, neither 
should you come to our Mysteries, nor we to 
yours, because you are dead and offer a dead 
sacrifice, while we offer to the living God a pure 
and immaculate sacrifice in order to inherit 
eternal life. 

For thus is it written: ‘Give unto each 
according to his works’ in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


To Him be the glory. Amen. 


http://www.metanthonymemorial. org/ 
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23 May/ 4 June 2011 
Fathers of the First Council 


God bless you! 

Many thanks for your patience. This has been a more than ordinarily difficult 
year (from a production standpoint) and, as you know, Living Orthodoxy fell far 
behind. Herewith the first installment of a “catch-up campaign”. While mailing 
three issues of a periodical together is decidedly poor practice in many respects, it is 
certainly better than simply dropping a year (which I’ve been forced to do twice 
before). God willing, I'll have at least two and perhaps three more issues ready to 
mail late in July (after I get back from Haiti) or early in August — to be at least 
caught up going into the annual fall/winter busy season. These chronic problems are 
of course in large measure due to the fact that, for prepress and production work, I 
to all intents and purposes work alone (but with a hearty thank-you to my 
numerous contributors and suppliers of material without whom the work wouldn’t 
get done at all!). 

THIS IS IMPORTANT! This mailing is being made (forall three issues)to 
all subscribers whose subscriptions were current for issue #179. If your mailing 
label carries any legend (“Subscription has expired”, “Subscription expires next 
issue”, or “Subscription expires soon”, your subscription has already expired. I of 
course hope that each of you will wish to continue subscribing. Renewals will be 
entered “normally” (but not for me; lots of bookkeeping headaches): if your 
subscription expired with issue #180, your renewal will begin with #181 (which you 
have already received), etc. 

Living Orthodoxy is a fragile commodity: While subscription revenues pay its 
cash costs, it is highly doubtful that they even begin to compensate for the time 
required to produce it (even though all contributors are unpaid). More than once I 
have seriously contemplated closing it down (but just at the point where I though I 
might really have to do it subscriptions, after a long decline, began to increase). If 
you value it, as I hope you do, please assure its continued availability, so long as I 
(and, we may pray, a successor) am able to do the work by entering your renewal 
and helping to find new “recruits”. 

May the Lord bless and preserve you! 


In His love and service, 


Fa Compe 


Fr. Gregory 


